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Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah and a Blessed
New Year to All our Members and Friends

December Meeting
Friday Dec. 11
7:00 PM
Claverack Building
Route 706
Montrose, PA

Gleanings from the
PSBA Conference
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
CONFERENCE

A Bit of Beekeeping History

Ten of our members attended the
annual Conference in Lewisburg, PA
on November 13 & 14, including
Lynnie Anderson, Jim Barber, Dick
Chapin, Jim & Sharon Mislevy, John
& Donna Reagen, Phil & Penny Reid
and James Wood.
The speakers were all good and
there was much to learn. Our
members who were attending will
report on their impressions at our
December 11th meeting, assisted by
veteran attendees.
Maryann Frazier was named PA
Beekeeper of the Year, a fitting honor
for a great friend of all beekeepers
upon her retirement.

Saint Ambrose 340-4 Apr 397
Traditional Patron Saint of Beekeepers
There is a legend that as an infant, a
swarm of bees settled on his face while he
lay in his cradle, leaving behind a drop of
honey. His father considered this a sign of
his future eloquence and honeyed tongue.
For this reason, bees and beehives often
appear in the saint's symbology.

The figures below reflect the recent
growth of our Community Foundation
fund. Most of the contributions are
from schools in gratitude for our
honey bee program, and the large
deposits are made by vote of our
board of directors. Our primary
objective is to eventually provide
scholarships to entomology students.
As of October,the current balance is
$13,514.59 Memorial and other gifts are
very welcome.
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Our Annual Dinner Speaker
November 7, 2015

Anita Collins, Ph.D.
Research Geneticist, USDA, ARS, Bee Research, retired
Adjunct Professor
Pennsylvania State University, Entomology
Photo taken in Venezuela, working with Africanized honey bees
Our guest speaker, Dr. Anita M Collins, spent thirty years with US Dept., Agriculture’s research branch
studying honey bees. She was initially hired to do research on colony defense in the Africanized honey bee,
spending time in Venezuela with the research team. Anita was the Research Leader at the Weslaco, TX, lab
when that bee first entered the US. During her last 10 years with ARS, she worked on the cryopreservation of
honeybee semen. After retirement in 2006, she returned to her hometown in PA where she continues to study
bees as part of a survey of native species in the eastern US.
We were pleased to welcome her and her cousin Judy Carty. Dr. Collins program for the evening was entitled
“A Sampling of Honey Bee Behavior.” Her talk focused on several fascinating behaviors of honey bees:
orientation and communication, learning and mating behavior.
She explained that honey bees do not see red, but do see ultra violet, and showed pictures of what a bee sees
compared to what we humans see. She also showed how the bees see polarized light.
Dr. Collins explained how the dance in the dark of the hive tells the other bees how to locate the nectar source
by direction from the sun outside the hive. She also explained how pheromones are used by the bees to
communicate. The queen emits pheromones that tell the rest of the colony that she is present and doing well.
The workers emit pheromones to control and defend the hive.
Hive color choices and markings help the bees find their hive so that they do not drift to another nearby hive.
She also told about landscape features (trees, forest edges and hills) that help the bees come
home.	

 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

-Jim Perkins, Program Chairman
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Add an upper entrance with a moisture
board above it. The upper entrance will
provide air circulation to remove moisture
and an exit for bees to make their
cleansing flight on warm days. The
moisture board will wick water away and
prevent water from dripping on the bees.
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Wind is a detriment to the wintering bees.
You can add a wind break using fencing,
burlap, or old pallets. Also, you can wrap
your hives with 15 pound felt paper,
commercial wrap or Styrofoam. Make
sure that you do not cover your top
entrance with your wrap. The bees need
an escape in case the snow blocks the
bottom entrance. Now you can add your
outer cover. Make sure that you weigh or
strap the outer cover so that the winter
winds do not blow the cover off.

Winter Preparation
At
the
Susquehanna
Beekeepers
Association’s September meeting we had a
presentation and group discussion about
preparing our hives for the coming cold
weather and winter. The hive that has the best
chance of surviving the winter will be the hive
that was very strong all year and has a young
queen. Remember, a strong hive is more apt
to be pest and disease free, thus overwintering
much better because it does not have viruses
caused by mites. Weak hives that do survive
the winter usually are not impressive the
following year.

Hopefully your bees will form a cluster
near the bottom of the hive with plenty of
stores above them. They will work their
way up though the hive eating the honey
as they go. You can add a little insurance
by placing some dry granulated cane sugar
on a piece of paper on the top frames
leaving space around the paper for the
bees to get to the sugar. You can also
leave fondant, grease patties, winter patties
or sugar candy on the top frames.

When you remove and extract your fall
honey leave plenty of honey for your bees
to eat during the winter. You should plan
to leave 70 or 80 pounds of honey on for
the bees. Two deeps and a super should
weigh about 150 pounds. Remove your
queen excluder if you have one on. The
bees may move up through the excluder
and leave the queen trapped below. Add a
mouse guard after confirming that you are
not trapping a mouse inside. The entrance
reducer can be used as a mouse guard, but
you need to have the opening up so that
dead bees do not block the entrance.

!
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We wish everyone a successful fall
extraction, winter prep and overwintering
of your bees.
Jim Perkins
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SBA Annual Dinner Banquet/Meeting
South Montrose Community UM Church
November 7, 2015
Number in Attendance: 56

Lynn Anderson: Collection of dues

Our School Program

and fees

Report to Date for 2015 - 2016

Arlene Tairiol: Dinner reservations
Dave Taylor, President: Welcome, thanks and Pledge
of Allegiance
Jim Barber: Prayer before dinner
Dave Taylor: Thanked the ladies for preparation and
serving a very good dinner.
Jim Perkins led everyone in singing ‘Happy
Birthday’ to our guest speaker, Anita Collins.
Richard Sheldon, Nominating Committee Chair:
Same as 2015 with exception: Ginny Wood as
Financial Secretary was nominated at this time.
Lynnie Anderson was thanked for her service in
2015. Open Nominations: There being no other
nominations – the vote was called for and cast by
Rae Marsland, Secretary.

9/23 Blue Ridge, New Milford
9/30 Faith Mountain Christian, New
Milford
10/7 Lathrop St., Montrose
10/14 Lackawanna Trail , Factoryville
10/20 Mt. View, Kingsley
10/28 Roslund, Tunkhannock
11/4 Choconut Valley, Friendsville
11/11 Evans Falls, Tunkhannock
11/17 Mill City, Dalton

Dave Taylor & Jim Perkins conducted the award of
door prizes

12/9 Mehoopany

Dave Taylor: Asked that everyone retire to the
church sanctuary for the evening presentation.

1/6 Our Lady of Peace Elementary
Clarks Summit

Jim Perkins introduced speaker for the evening: Dr.
Anita Collins, Adjunct Professor, Dept. of
Entomology, Penn State University and retired
research geneticist of the USDA Agricultural
Research Service.
Dr. Collins presentation was entitled “A Sampling of
Honey Bee Behavior.” She focused on several
fascinating behaviors 	

of honey bees, including
orientation , communication and mating .	
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Jim Barber, James Wood,
Dick Chapin, Coordinator

	


	


	


	


-Ginny Wood
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12/16 Wyalusing

Congratulations to Debra Wadge
from Kingsley who won the starter
hive donated to our association by
Mann Lake and featured at the
Harford Fair this year. Master
Beekeeper Frank Licata, manager of
the Wilkes Barre branch of Mann
Lake, is a member of our
association.
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PRINT IT OUT! This newsletter is
only 10 pages long and can easily
get lost in your computer. We
suggest printing it out and putting it
on the table next to your recliner so
that you can look at it during those
long commercials.

Sarah McTish
2016 Pennsylvania Honey Queen
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The Cup of Warm Water

Our Ye a r l y “ B u z z e r ” M e s s a g e
“He whose birth we will soon celebrate once assured us that He would remember even a
cup of cold water given to the least of His creatures. That He loved birds is evidenced by
His frequent references to them during the recorded years of His life. Charity to the birds
would seem, therefore, a most fitting Christmas benevolence.
“We often think to give birds food in summer. It involves no more than scattering table
crumbs on the snow, though if our benevolent instincts be more fully developed we may
build feeding trays more or less elaborate. But water is no less necessary to birds than
food, and they are often harder pressed for something to slake their thirst than they are for
something to eat. This is especially so in severe weather, when the chance pools that
usually afford them a supply are frozen solid. It is then that a pan of water set out in a
sheltered spot, clear of cat danger, will be most welcome to the birds. And do not set out
merely a pan of cold water if the weather be freezing. It will immediately seal itself with
ice, perhaps before all the bird clients that visit your yard shall have had a chance to drink.
Let it be warmed up -- make it as warm as you like your own tea or coffee. Then it will
be a long time freezing, for water has an astonishing capacity for heat and loses it more
slowly than any other common substance. Birds do not have the same prejudice
American humans have in favor of ice water, especially in winter. They are glad to get
something warm to drink.”
“There is no charity bought so cheap that can make so many living creatures happy as
cup of warm water.” 	


-From American Bee Journal- Dec. 1932
P.S. These days, a heated bird bath is a
wonderful gift to birds
and a few other creatures,
and the electricity needed
is not very expensive.
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Board of Directors Meeting 10/16/15
Conservation office, Tunkhannock

* Hive raffle raised $143 for our
Education Fund in Community
Foundation
* Approved motion to add $2,500 to the
fund. New balance $13,514.59
* Approved $400. for the Honey Queen
fair visit
* Nov. 7th annual banquet discussed
* Possible ceiling fans and shades for
the honey hut. Check with fair directors
*Donation for mileage for the pollination
speaker
* Mileage and honorarium for banquet
speaker
* Program for Dec.: report regarding
state conference
Meeting dates for 2016:
Regular meetings: March 11, April 8,
May 13, June 10, July 8, Sept. 9, Dec. 9
Field Days: May 14, making split; June
11, checking split
Fair work day & picnic: July 30
Board meeting: Feb. 12
* April 8 will be about preparation of the
nuke for the fair gazeebo
* Member suggestions for meeting
topics welcome

!
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Free Sources of Beekeeping News and
Tips:
Free “ABJ Extra” (American Bee Journal)
e-newsletter www.americanbeejournal.com
Free “Catch the Buzz” (Bee Culture)
!
e-newsletter
www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz
Pennsylvania State Beekeepers
Association: PSBA
http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/
Hints for the beekeepers’ family
& friends
The Montrose Tractor Supply outlet, and
perhaps others, offers a selection of
beekeeping books and copies of Bee Culture
magazine, which could offer ideas for gifts.
Some of the titles are:
Build Your Own Beekeeping Equipment
The Fresh Honey Cookbook
The Beekeeper’s Problem Solver
The Beginner’s Guide to Beekeeping
The Backyard Beekeeper, 3rd edition
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Officers & Directors 2016
President: Dave Taylor
378-3728 drt105@aol.com
Vice Pres. Aubrey Elbrecht
879-4733 aubrey.elbrecht@gmail.com
Recording Sec: Rae-Ann Marsland
574-8943 rmrdh@netzero.net
Financial Sec: Ginny Wood
934-1166 jimnginw@epix.net
Treasurer: Kathleen Swepston
675-8306 kathyswep@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Local dues1 yr. $10.00
3 years $25.00
Lifetime $100.00
Members age 70+ free
(includes newsletter)
PA State Assn. dues - $20:00
(Optional)
Life Member $200.
(includes state newsletter)
Name:
Address and Zip:
Tel. #

Directors:
Jim Barber, Past Pres.
767-1312 jbeekeeper@hotmail.com
John Brunner, Past Pres.
278-1774 elsejohnmolly@gmail.com
Richard Chapin, Past Pres.
432-4007 oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com
James Wood, Past Pres.
934-1166 jimnginw@epix.net
LeJune Ely
278-2170 jlely8@frontiernet.net
Jim Perkins
967-2634 perkmar@stny.rr.com
Richard Sheldon
727-2045 sheldon@nep.net

E-mail:
Payment Method:
( ) check or ( ) money order
Payable to
Susquehanna Beekeepers
Association
Send to Ginny Wood, Financial Sec.
4466State Route 367
Montrose, PA 18801

Required by law if you have bees:

PA State Registration $10.00 / 2 years
Bureau of Plant Industry – Apiary Section
Karen Roccasecca, State Apiarist
2301 North Cameron Street Harrisburg, PA
717-3467 9567 Phone 717-783 3275 Fax

Our Website
Dave Taylor, Webmaster
www.susquehannabeekeeping.com

forms at meetings or online: http://
www.pastatebeekeepers.org/inspection.htm

Our Facebook Page
Cheylyn Adams, Manager
www.facebook.com/
SusquehannaBeekeepersAssociation

The Buzzer
Editor: Richard Chapin
570-432-4007
oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com
Productiuon Manager:
Valerie Hotchkiss
570-553-2086
valeriehotchkiss54@gmail.com

When you log onto your Facebook
account you can search for Susquehanna
Beekeepers Association and it will take
you to our page. Then you can “Like”
our page.
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“We have this day restored the Sovereign to Whom all men ought to be obedient. He reigns
in heaven and from the rising to the setting of the sun, let His kingdom come.“
- Samuel Adams, 1776 (at the signing of the Declaration of Independence)
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