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“ BEE INFORMED!”
Starting Information for New Beekeepers
Note: Hive equipment can be bought assembled, unassembled, painted,
or unpainted. Your equipment will last longer if painted. NEVER paint
the inside of your hive where your bees live!
Hive Placement
Location of a hive is very important, place your hive where the morning sun shines in order to
warm it up from the cooler night temperatures. During afternoon intense high temperatures it
should have shade and then if possible sun again by early evening to give warmth as evening
approaches. It should be located in a dry area, it should not be placed in an environment which is
wet or moist for any period of time. Also, take into consideration run-off during heavy rains and
affects to the ground surrounding the hive. During winter months take consideration that your
hives will be protected from high cold winds.
Suggestions include placement near a fence row, rock wall, or to the side of a structure or building.
Very importantly, bees need a water supply. You can provide a clean bird bath, trough, nearby
pond, or brook etc. Keep in mind, always consider your neighbors, if your neighbor has a pool,
your bees most likely will go there. This can cause issues so a suggestion to keep in mind, a small
gift of honey each year can go a long way! Give your bees plenty of space, bees need room to fly
in and out of apiary. Some apiaries may need electric fencing depending on your location. An
electric fence keeps bears and other critters from invasion.
Basic Parts of a Hive
From the bottom up.. We begin with the hive stand or base, which is constructed to keep hive off
the ground. Some are constructed to keep hive approximately one foot off the ground. The base
itself usually is about 3” high. I use the 3” hive stand on top of two 8” cement blocks to keep the
hive away from any ground moisture.
Second, the bottom board, the floor of the hive. These are reversible, one side gives 3/4 of an inch
clearance the other side gives 3/8 of an inch clearance. This clearance gives the bees a way to
enter and exit the hive.
Third, is the hive body which holds the frames. Hive body boxes are also referred to as
‘supers’. There are 3 sizes of hive bodies, deep, medium, and shallow. The hive body is where
honey is stored. The hive body is also where the queen lays her eggs, this is called the brood
chamber. As the bee colony increases more supers are added to provide sufficient living space for
the growing hive. There are 8 frame boxes and 10 frame boxes available. The deeps are
traditionally used for the main hive brood boxes. The mediums are generally used to make up the
brood chambers and also for honey supers. Shallow boxes are usually used as honey supers. It is
strictly your preference as to what size you want to use for beekeeping.
Next, is the inner cover which provides a separation between the outer cover and the top super. It
aids in the elimination of the bees building burr comb on the under side of outer cover. The inner
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cover provides space above the frames and allows room for the bees to move around, it also gives
space to place pollen patties for feeding during the winter. The inner cover also provides air
ventilation to remove heat in the summer and moisture buildup in the winter. Some inner covers
have a notch cut into the rail on one side. When this notch is down it acts as an upper entrance for
the bees in winter because of deep snow. In the summer this notch should be reversed to the up
position or blocked off, because you do not want bees entering here. This notch, in either position,
provides ventilation and moisture removal for the hive.
Last, the roof of the hive is called the outer cover. Just like our homes, the roof of the hive is in
place to keep wind, rain, and snow out of the hive. It is essential to cover and fasten metal sheeting
on top and sides of the wooden outer cover, it helps protect wood from the elements. To prevent
outer cover from blowing off or being removed it is important to either place a heavy object like a
few bricks or large rock on top. You can also use straps to keep it fastened to the hive.
Beekeeper Tools
Beekeeper suit-Full body suit with veil attached, hat or hood version or jacket with separate veil.
Veils come in many styles; to name a few; pull down veil, Alexander veil, tie down veil, shoulder
veil.
Gloves-come in all sizes, types and styles; make sure they fit properly for maneuvering in the hive.
Hive tool-a very important and necessary tool. These tools are used to lift and pry frames up for
removal and inspection. They are also used for cleaning and scraping burr comb and propolis from
unwanted areas in the hive.
Bee brush-very soft brush to gently remove bees from a frame.
Smoker-a canister with attached bellows for calming bees when working in the hive.
Fuel (for smoker)-cotton type fuel can be bought at bee suppliers. Dried stag horns (ornamental
sumac), twigs, leaves, etc. I use wood shavings from woodworking. Once you get it burning place
some green grass on top so it produces a cool smoke without embers or flame.
Your BEES (The best part!)
You can purchase a box of bees with queen included. Bee supply is usually available early spring.
A nuc which is an established hive with field bees, drones, and queen. Usually consists of 5
frames, with brood and stored honey. Whether you purchase a box (“package”) or nuc it is very
important, when you transfer your bees into your hive box to begin feeding them immediately.
Continue feeding until mother nature takes over, once spring arrives and there is an abundance in
bloom, or when they stop eating your food supply. Make sure your bees always have enough food
for survival during the upcoming winter months.
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
“A good beekeeper will continue to study, collect data, use common sense, think things through,
consider options then make a decision. If you are unsure or do not know....JUST ASK!
E-mail John Reagen with any questions, concerns, and comments reag4956@epix.net
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Board Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2017

Meeting- Opened 10:00 AM by SBA President
Dave Taylor at The Towne and Country Restaurant
Prayer- presented by Jim Barber
Secretary minutes- published in the December
Buzzer by Ginny Wood
Treasury Report-As of 2/13/17 $6,086.98. Info
supplied by Kathy Swepston.
Old Business-None
New BusinessDave Taylor handed out copies, for review, the
actual Budget for the SBA for 2016 and the
proposed Budget for 2017.
Honey sales requirements and proper labeling were
discussed as well as Food Safety Registration for
all beekeepers selling honey. Info can be found on
the Pa. Beekeepers Assoc. website.
Jim Moronski (Fair/honey hut chairman) discussed
labeling and what is needed for proper labels on
honey. Proper labeling will be required for anyone
desiring to sell honey this year at the
Harford Fair. This topic will be discussed at one
of our general meetings possibly in May. Also
discussed, IRS tax exemption for SBA and what
class the Association actually is registered under.
It was previously voted on to discontinue paper
mailings of the buzzer due to costs BUT the board
decided to mail the buzzer to three of our members
who do not have email at this time.
Ginny Wood distributed Disaster Assistance fact
sheets in accordance with Honeybee Assistance
more info available www.fsa.usda.gov/ELAP
We still have a few members who have not paid
their dues. Discussion on possible by-laws about
memberships and membership benefits. Remedies
for particular membership issues were also talked
over. No definite decisions have been made at this
time...
Earl Villecco strongly urges anyone receiving Bee
Culture Magazine to never miss reading the inner
cover articles by Kim & Jim.
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If anyone is desiring to buy nucs, Larry Huggins
was present from STBA and announced they will
be extending sales into March 2017. The nucs
come from Kutik, South Carolina.
This Info to be announced at our March General
Meeting.
March
General
Meeting(Friday
March
10th) educational will be presented by Aubrey
Elbrecht on Mead and Lucinda VanVleck on
Photography.
Jim Perkins discussed possible topics for upcoming
meetings and is looking for suggestions. Also
suggested ‘Apitherapy’ and ‘Bees in Trees’ and the
growing importance of each and possibly acquiring
a Penn Sate speaker on these topics for
our SBA Annual Dinner this year.
Meeting Adjourned @ 11:35 AM (Next Board
Meeting planned for Friday, October 13, 2017)
Respectfully Submitted,
Donna Reagen, SBA Recording Secretary

2017 PA Honey Queen
and Princess
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General Meeting Minutes

December 9, 2016
Meeting - Opened 7:00 PM by President Dave Taylor
Secretary Minutes- November 2016 Dinner/Meeting
minutes were read by Donna Reagen
Treasurers Report- As of 12/9/16- Balance of $6,350.52reported by Dave Taylor
Old Business- none
New Business:
SBA Membership Dues need to be paid, approximately
16 members’ dues are outstanding at this time.
A Reminder to all who have travel expense for 2016
please turn in invoices as soon as possible to Kathy
Swepston for payment and tax purposes.
At the October Board Meeting it had been discussed that
there should be a change in the SBA By-Laws. The
change is published in the December Buzzer. There will
be a vote conducted on this By-Law change at the
March 10, 2017 General Meeting.
By-Law change was discussed- By-Law 1 sentence #2
pertaining to anyone selling honey products in the
Honey Hut- “ Such members are required to work a shift
during fair week and are encouraged to participate in the
fair competition and the annual work day”.
Another topic discussed at the October Board Meeting
and also published in the December Buzzer: Expense of
The Buzzer hard copies -The Buzzer will now only be
delivered to members via e-mail. If one desires a hard
copy you may print it directly from your computer.
Make sure the SBA has your email address. If you
absolutely do not have access to email and need a copy
please call Dick Chapin or Donna Reagen, they will
copy one for you and give it to you at the next meeting.
The SBA 2017 Schedule was published in the December
Buzzer and briefly discussed. May 13th Field Day and
June 10th Field Day details are to be announced. And
since the second Friday in April is Good Friday, it was
suggested that the general meeting will be held the
Friday after on April 21, 2017 at 7PM.
SBA is looking to set up a Scholarship Committee for
2017. Want to put together a layout of requirements for
students to apply and how we want to conduct the
scholarship giveaway.
Dave Taylor closed announcements for the meeting and
displayed the small hive beetles he found in his hive.
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PROGRAM:
Jim and Marcia Perkins attended the PSBA Conference
held at the Days Inn Penn State in State College, PA.
Both Jim and Marcia shared pictures and interesting
information they received while they attended the
conference.
Some of the topics that were discussed by Jim along
with his impressive power point presentation included;
Beekeeping 102, Exoskeleton info, a bees antennae
(which can sense moisture, taste, and speed), over
wintering, research on feral bees in trees, our future in
beekeeping, managing honeybees, children’s classes on
bees and using technical terms. Biology can make us
better beekeepers, Landscape management and foraging
areas for bees, Varroa mite reproduction and viruses.
Marcia attended a class on how to build a Honey House.
She outlined what she learned and described a dream
Honey House and outlined the different areas for
processing honey, wax, lip balm etc.- Jim is hoping she
will build him one! Honey House most important ruleBe Neat, Be Clean, and Be Organized.
A question and answer session followed the Perkins’
presentation. Thanks Jim and Marcia!
Richard Chapin announced with great pleasure that a
prayer began the PSBA Conference Dinner again this
year, last year they recited a poem which received
negative feedback.
Pa. Farm Show in Harrisburg- spaces are still available.
We are looking for ideas, topics and speakers for our
future meetings in 2017. A topic of interest is
Apitherapy. Please bring ideas to Jim Perkins.
Karen Mitchell, a meeting visitor, commented on bee
venom therapy and how she personally applies it for her
Lyme disease. She is looking to begin a coalition and
fundraising in this area for the fight against Lyme. It was
asked if she would come and present this knowledge at
one of our future meetings or supply a speaker on the
subject, she agreed.
Dave Taylor asked if anyone needs package bees- Bob
Finch from STBA sells them. He also announced we
will be praying for our bees over winter.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Reagen, Recording Secretary

Forwarding offer info from STBA:
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Southern Tier Beekeepers, NY is placing an order for nucs and has opened this offer for SBA
members to order thru’ their club. (Altho’ the order deadline on the form is February 20 – SBA
members have been given the deadline of March 10, 2017 as per Larry Huggins...
Please read the information on the order form especially where you see **Prices may drop if we reach
quantity discount levels....
Contact person is: Larry Huggins (607-693-1490) or LarryHuggins33@yahoo.com

Regards, Ginny Wood/PR-SBA
PS. SBA PA members may return the nuc boxes to James Wood – 4466 St. Rt. 367, Montrose, PA 18801
(physical site Lawton, PA)
————————————————————————————
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Contact the American Apitherapy Society
To obtain information or inquire about
membership with AAS visit our website at
www.apitherapy.org or email the office at
aasoffice@apitherapy.org
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Special events & Field Days
James Wood, Coordinator

Our School Program
Report to Date for 2016 - 2017
Jim Barber, James Wood,
Dick Chapin, Coordinator

Susquehanna Co. Ag Day: March 3, 2017
Towanda Elementary: April 21, 2017
Northeast Bradford Elementary: May 12,
2017
Troy Intermediate School: June 2, 2017
Sayre elementary: May 17, 2017

10/12 Blue Ridge, New Milford 2nd grade

Canton Elementary: May 19, 2017

10/19 Lathrop St., Montrose 4th grade

Possible Athens; waiting for answer.
Tunkhannock Library: June 24, 2017

10/26 Endless Mts. Learning, New Milford
pre school
11/2 Wyalusing 3rd grade
11/9 Mt. View, Kingsley 4th grade
11/16 Lackawanna Trail, Factoryville
5th grade

Free Sources of Beekeeping News
and Tips:
Free “ABJ Extra” (American Bee Journal)
e-newsletter www.americanbeejournal.com

11/23 Roslund, Tunkhannock 4th grade
12/19 Choconut, Friendsville 5th grade
1/18 Elk Lake, Springville 2nd grade
1/25 St. Agnes, Towanda 2nd-5th grade
2/8 Epiphany, Sayre 3rd-4th grade
3/1 Susquehanna Community 3rd-4th grade
4/26 Forest City 3rd grade

Free “Catch the Buzz” (Bee Culture)
e-newsletter
www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz

Our Own Website
http://www.susquehannabeekeeping.com/
Check it out! Try “Tips & Tricks”, etc.
Lots of good help
Pennsylvania State Beekeepers
Association: PSBA
http://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/

Southern Tier Beekeepers / Broome Co., NY
http://www.southerntierbeekeepers.org/

Lackawanna Backyard Beekeepers
http://
lackawannabackyardbeekeepers.blogspot.com/

Officers & Directors 2017
President: Dave Taylor
378-3728 drt105@aol.com
Vice Pres. Aubrey Elbrecht
879-4733 aubrey.elbrecht@gmail.com
Recording Sec: Donna Reagen
278-8933 reag4956@epix.net
Financial Sec: Ginny Wood
934-1166 jimnginw@epix.net
Treasurer: Kathleen Swepston
675-8306 kathyswep@yahoo.com
Directors:
Jim Barber, Past Pres.
767-1312 jbeekeeper@hotmail.com
John Brunner, Past Pres.
278-1774 elsejohnmolly@gmail.com
Richard Chapin, Past Pres.
432-4007 oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com
James Wood, Past Pres.
934-1166 jimnginw@epix.net
LeJune Ely
278-2170 jlely8@frontiernet.net
Jim Perkins
967-2634 perkmar@stny.rr.com
Richard Sheldon
727-2045 sheldon@nep.net

Our Website
Dave Taylor, Webmaster
www.susquehannabeekeeping.com

The Buzzer
Editor: Richard Chapin
570-432-4007
oldbeekeeper83@gmail.com
Associate:
Donna Reagen
570-278-8933
reag4956@epix.net

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Local dues1 yr. $10.00
3 years $25.00
Lifetime $100.00
Members age 70+ free
(includes newsletter)
PA State Assn. dues - $20:00
(Optional)
Life Member $200.
(includes state newsletter)
Name:
Address and Zip:
Tel. #
E-mail:
Payment Method:
( ) check or ( ) money order
Payable to
Susquehanna Beekeepers
Association
Send to Ginny Wood, Financial Sec.
4466State Route 367
Montrose, PA 18801

Required by law if you have bees:

PA State Registration $10.00 / 2 years
Bureau of Plant Industry – Apiary Section
Karen Roccasecca, State Apiarist
2301 North Cameron Street Harrisburg, PA
717-3467 9567 Phone 717-783 3275 Fax
forms at meetings or online: http://
www.pastatebeekeepers.org/inspection.htm

Our Facebook Page
Lori Wallace, Manager
www.facebook.com/
SusquehannaBeekeepersAssociation
When you log onto your Facebook
account you can search for Susquehanna
Beekeepers Association and it will take
you to our page. Then you can “Like”
our page.

“Bear in mind that brains and
learning, like muscle and

physical skill, are articles of

commerce. They are bought

and sold. You can hire them by
the year or by the hour. The

only thing in the world not for
sale is character.”

Antonin Scalia 1936-2016

From kids who love honey bees:
Dear Beekeepers,
Thank you for coming to my school. I really
liked your honey. But my favorite part was
when you threw the fake mice. That was really funny!!!

Love, Kate

Epiphany School, third grade

Dear Beekeepers,
Thank you for showing us the bees. I thought they were
very cool. I want to be a beekeeper when I grow up. Thank
you for coming.
Your friend, Liam
Epiphany School 4th grade
Dear Beekeepers,
Thank you for coming to our school. My favorite was
when we acted out how the bees lived.
Your friend, Savannah 4th grade Epiphany School

